Notes on Interview and Dinner with James (Ike) Altgens, Dallas Texas 
Friday, January 12, 1968. Also present, G. Nicholson 



Main impression of him was a four-flusher who brags and exaggerates. 

He talked up the restaurant he took us to as though it were the Four Seasons. 
The place was empty, the food was awful, and it was worse than a roadhouse. 

I showed him my display of the seven photos he had taken at the time of 
the assassination in Dealey Plaza. He vaguely remembered the four he 
had not been able to remember and said he had told the AP people in Dallas 
that there were more, but they kept insisting there were only three (1-4, 

1-6 and 1-7). 

He admitted that he just didn*t kno w what to do with his camera, wandering 
across Elm and up and down the knoll and back across Elm. He said "I look 
pretty stupid, don*t I," when we showed him the Rickerby photos of himself 
camera in hand, but not taking pictures. 

He explained the collection of photos taken later in the day, about 5 p.m. , 
by saying his office sent him down to establish the place he was standing 
when he took 1-6. He took a series of photos (Altgens 2-4 through 4.-18) 
from that spot facing the TSBD, the center of the Plaza, and the grassy knoll. 

He did not know who took AP 1-7 #s 110 through 116 but said he would try to 
find out . 

He had checked the AP files in Dallas and had come up with the following/ 
names and addresses of photographers whose pictures AP had purchased 
at the time of the assassination. 

A1 Volkland, 715 East 8th Avenue 
Don Moorman, 8230 Lovett Street 

JFK and Jackie in car after shooting 
David Miller, 723 9 Kenny Lane 

Took JFK on Stemmons showing foot 
Justin Newman, 943 Deerwood Drive 
Took JFK after assassination 

Also, the FBI told Altgens that they had examined his photo (1-6) and were 
able to identify every person in the photo but had overlooked the photographer. 
This was in the summer of 1964. It seemed to Altgens to be a weak excuse 
for not interviewing him earlier. The Warren Commission lawyer who took 
his deposition told him the same thing. It was supposed to have been Liebeler 
but he couldn*t make it. The FBI told Altgens that the 19 -year -old boy who had 
the seizure on Houston Street just before the assination recovered in the 
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ambulance on the way to the hospital. They said he refused treatment and 
left the ambulance on arrival at the Parkland Hospital without entering 
and without being identified. However, the FBI tracked him down and 
knew who he was. Altgens said the ambulance was just going under the 
overpass as Kennedy approached Houston and Main. 




